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adopted country. Cond6's well-laid scheme was thus foiled.
Viom6nil left Kehl, and in the month of February, the protes-
tations of the Duke of "Wurtemburg and the Elector of Mayence
were supported by the Emperor Leopold, and Conde's army
was ordered to leave Worms, and retire further into Germany,
The importance of this plot cannot be overrated; its existence
justifies the decrees of the Legislative Assembly against the
6migr6s, while its failure marked the helplessness of the party
which wished to check the progress of the Revolution, but yet
did not want to call in foreign aid.

The other burning question was the question of the priests
who had not taken the oath. Gensonn^ and Gallois had been
sent by the Constituent to report on the un-constitutional
clergy of the western provinces, and they reported to the
Legislative that the priests who had taken the oath were not
regarded by the peasants as priests at all. It might have been
expected that with such knowledge Gensonn^ would have
tried to keep the Assembly from making the mistake of
persecuting the clergy who refused to take the oath; but
instead of doing so, he assisted, on the advice of Brissot, in
the attack made on these unfortunate priests. Hardly had
the decree of November 9 been vetoed by the king than the
debate on the subject of the priests began, which was known
to touch the king yet more nearly, for he himself believed
in his heart that the priests who had taken the oath were
schismatics. Nevertheless, as if the Girondins had determined
to hurt his feelings and make him suspected by the people,
they passed the unjust decree of November 29, that if all
priests did not take the oath within a week, they should bo
deprived of their benefices, and expelled by the directories of
the different departments. This violent decree was unjust
and impolitic in every respect. It was unjust because the
Constituent Assembly had taken possession of the Church
lands on the distinct grounds that vested interests were to be
acknowledged, and that a fair pension should be given to the
refractory priests. It was- impolitic because, as Gensonn6
himself admitted, the feeling of the peasants was in favour of